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2010 Information

The 2010 Heads of the Valleys Innovation Awards honour and acknowledge the most innovative
businesses in the Heads of the Valleys region. The Awards are an opportunity to gain recognition for
any business activity that has been implemented that has had a dramatic and beneficial impact.

Innovation, for example, includes a new product, service or internal process. It also includes an
imaginative approach to sales, marketing or customer service or can involve how you creatively
improve the community, society or the environment — it can literally involve anything!

There are a number of sponsored Award categories. Remember, innovation is not just about landing
people on the moon — it can be related to something small scale that has a very powerful or highly
significant outcome.

Winners will each receive a trophy to celebrate their success and will also be promoted locally,
regionally, nationally and UK-wide through the HOVIP programme. All entrants will gain automatic
membership of the Turning Heads Club (HOVIP’s regional business network) and be publicised on
www.hovip.org.uk. It is an opportunity to recognise your colleagues and promote your business!

Any business within the Heads of the Valleys can enter along with any business within Blaenau Gwent,
Caerphilly, Merthyr Tydfil, Rhondda Cynon Taf or Torfaen county boroughs that can demonstrate a
significant impact on or relationship with the Heads of the Valleys.

(Detailed map available at www.hovip.org.uk ):
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Merthyr aims to increase the capacity for innovation in businesses in the region.
Tydfil HOVIP2 is supported by the Welsh Assembly Government HoV Regeneration initiative and is hosted by
CountyBeroigh Coundl Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council on behalf of the five HOV County Borough Councils. Uywodracth Cynuliad Cymew

Welsh Assembly Government

See www.hovip.org.uk
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Garnsychan Partnership | Innovative wood recycling project and associated school-based marketing
campaign.

Purple Prose Eye-catching ‘Leading Ladies’ calendar, to launch new business, depicting
local business women as Hollywood icons!

ITDA (UK) Ltd. Rewrote the rulebook for diving standards enabling instructors to certify
divers to a depth they are comfortable diving to.

Royvon Dog Training Novel Customer Relationship Management System linked to customer

School reporting enabling owners to monitor their dog’s progress.

Penn Pharma

Cross functional FAST TRACK team to rapidly see projects through from
specification to dispatch to help the successful completion of clinical trials.

Cynon Valley Crime
Reduction Services Ltd.

Leading crime prevention business that is unusually a social enterprise.
Also achieved the NACOSS Gold Standard.

Blaenavon Cheddar

Quality hand made cheeses with heritage link and novel business launch at

Company the Big Pit.
Rhymney Brewery Ltd. | Fully automatic bottling plant enabling contract bottling for competitors.
Joyner PA (Cymru) Ltd. | New vocational qualification for the construction sector.
New Pathways Extensive range of counselling and support services for vulnerable people.
Shabby Chic Antiques Blends old with new to produce unique custom tailored furniture.
SteriTouch Ltd. Only company in the UK offering a complete antimicrobial solution and

novel co-branding based business model.
DecTek Ltd. Unique global asset tracking solution.
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Sponsored by HSBC Bank plc (to be confirmed)

Prize: £500 cash prize.
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Sponsored by South Wales Chamber of Commerce

Prize: £500 cash prize.
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Sponsored by BT
Prize: £500 cash prize
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Sponsored by Capita
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Prize: £1000 worth of legal assistance
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HOVIP2 is supported by the Welsh Assembly Government HoV Regeneration initiative and is hosted by
Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council on behalf of the five HOV County Borough Councils.

Thank-you to all of our Sponsors & Partners
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Heads of the Valleys Innovation Programme (HOVIP)
aims to increase the capacity for innovation in businesses in the region.
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Uywodraeth Cynulliad Cymeu
Welsh Assembly Government

See www.hovip.org.uk
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You can enter the awards by nominating yourself, your company or another company and completing
the Awards entry form. The application process is short and simple!

There are 4 Awards categories — decide which category best suits your business.
Completed entries must be returned by 12 noon on Friday 14 May to Wendy Locke, HOVIP Awards
Coordinator. Please take note of the closing date as we will not accept late entries.

The Awards entry form can be downloaded from www.hovip.org.uk under Innovation Awards and
completed on line as a word document and then emailed to the HOVIP Awards Co-ordinator.

Winners in all categories will be announced at a presentation event at the Heads of the Valleys
Innovation Awards and Marketplace on Thursday 24 June 2010 at Bryn Meadows Golf Club,
Maesycwmmer, near Ystrad Mynach (Sat-Nav location NP12 2RB).

The Awards will be judged by a prestigious panel of judges, all of whom have extensive experience of
the application of innovation in day-to-day business. There will be a panel of three judges for each
category and the panel will be chaired by a senior representative from the category sponsoring body.
All Awards will be judged using the evaluation criteria attached at the end of this document.
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> To enter, please download the Awards entry form from the Innovation Awards section of
www.hovip.org.uk and email your completed form to Wendy Locke at
wsl@virtualassistance.org.uk Remember the application process is short and simple!

> Entries will be judged on this emailed submission only. There are seven assessment criteria with a
particular focus on the degree of innovation and higher marks for evidence of benefits.

> The judges will review the entries week commencing 17 May 2010 and the winners in each
category will be announced at the Innovation Awards and Marketplace on Thursday 24 June 2010.

> Remember to also register on-line at www.hovip.org.uk to reserve a place for yourself and any
colleagues to attend the Awards Ceremony, with compére Jason Mohammad, on 24 June 2010.
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The closing date for entries is 12 noon on Friday 14 May 2010.

Only one entry per business, no longer than 4 pages, confined to the text boxes on the entry form.
All entries must be on the official Awards entry form at www.hovip.org.uk.

The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.
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Merthyr aims to increase the capacity for innovation in businesses in the region.
Tydfil HOVIP2 is supported by the Welsh Assembly Government HoV Regeneration initiative and is hosted by
CountyBeroigh Coundl Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council on behalf of the five HOV County Borough Councils. Uywodracth Cynuliad Cymew

Welsh Assembly Government

See www.hovip.org.uk
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Heads of the Valleys Innovation Programme

FOR INFORMATION - Awards Evaluation Criteria
Category: Social Enterprise / Sole Trader / Fewer than 20 / More than 20 staff

Business Name |

| JUDGE’S NAME |

Criteria

Evidence / comments
Score

Creativity

10 = extremely unusual or
imaginative and fully implemented
0 = not unusual or imaginative or
not implemented

Process

10 = novel and systematic ways of
identifying, developing &
implementing the idea

0 = none of the above

Collaboration

10 = extensive evidence of internal
or external team / partnership
working (especially working with
people outside the sector)

0 = none of the above

Business Benefits

10 = extensive evidence of highly
significant and repeated benefits
0 = no evidence

N.B. multiply this score by 1.5

Stakeholder Benefits

10 = extensive evidence of highly
significant and repeated benefits
0 = no evidence

N.B. multiply this score by 1.5

Scale of Impact

10 = beyond Wales

8 = Wales

4 = Regional (HoV or SE Wales)
2 = Local HoV county borough

1 = Business only

Repeatability

10 = extensive evidence of
processes and practices to
repeatedly be more innovative
0 = no evidence

TOTAL (min =1, max = 80)

"1 $$ 0 $ 2

Key strengths (no more than 3 bullet points):

Suggested areas for improvement (no more than 3 bullet points):

Summary comments (which could be publicly used):

Heads of the Valleys Innovation Programme (HOVIP)

Merthyr aims to increase the capacity for innovation in businesses in the region.
Tydfil HOVIP2 is supported by the Welsh Assembly Government HoV Regeneration initiative and is hosted by
CountyBeroigh Coundl Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council on behalf of the five HOV County Borough Councils.

See www.hovip.org.uk
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